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& Abstract

The History and Trend of the Decoration

Conferment System for Independence Patriots

Lee, Sung Woo

The government confers decorations for independence patriots, The
conferment of decorations for independence patriots was begun in 1962, and
during 1960~70s, the government conferred decorations in 1962, 1963, 1968
and 1977, During the period, the government invested about 2,700 persons
with decorations, and more than 1,000 was invested in 1963 and 1977. The
conferment paved the way to change the perception on independence
patriots, The Park, Jeong Hee government had a weak mind on the
conferment of decorations, and the government invested decorations for
political needs

During the 1980s, the government invested decorations regularly, From
1986, the government invested decorations every year, and the number of
the decorated personnel was increased, Also, from 1983, scholars specialized
in the independence movement participated in the official committee,
and it resulted in close evaluation based on official evidences, From 1986,
FDoklibyugongjahunlok y was published to pass on the meritorious deed of
independence patriots, In 1990, Awards and Decorations Act was revised to
devide decorations into Dachanminkukjang, Daetonglyeongjang, Doklibjang,
Aekukjang, Aejokjang, Keonkukjang, and Daetonglyeongpyochang and due
to the revision of the Act, the grade of decorations was adjusted in 1990,

1991, and 1992, From the 1990s, the number of the decorated personnel was
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increased, due to expanding decoration for socialist independence patriots
and investing decorations to whom the government discovered, Investing
decorations to whom the government discovered made overcome the
limitation of decoration application, and showed the government’s will to
take responsibility to the end for independence patriots. Also, it became the
starting point of qualitative and quantitative changes in the decoration
system.

The grade of decorations is Aejokjang, Aekukjang, Daetonglyeongpyochang,
Doklibjang, Daetonglyeongjang, and Daehanminkukjang in order. The
number of independence patriots is increasing, but the grade is getting lower
relatively, After 1990s, in a large percentage of cases, Aejokjang, Aekukjang
and Daetonglyeongpyochang was invested, The reason is that investing
decorations was completed for the meritorious deed of independence patriots
before 1990s, and the standard for the grade was lowered, The number of
independence patriots is predominantly from the March First Independence
Movement, domestic anti-Japanese activities, army raised in the cause of
justice, and Manchuria, because the March First Independence Movement,
army raised in the cause of justice, and domestic anti-Japanese activities were
national movement which many people participated in, and armys for
national independence and organizations for the independence movement

conducted anti-japanese activities activities in Manchuria,

Key Words : Daehanminkukdoklibyugongjainmullok, Independence patriots,
Doklibyugongjahunlok, Conferment of a decoration, The grade

of a decoration, Adjusting the grade of a decoration,
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